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There is no generally accepted division of
New Zealand into climatic districts. The
whole country lies within the belt of prevail-
ing westerly winds and the climate as a
whole is usually described as moist, temper-
ate. This is in agreement with the well-
known system of classifying climates due
to Koppen, according to which the whole of
New Zealand, with a few minor exceptions,
has the designation Cfb, that is, a warm,
temperate, rainy climate without any marked
dry season. Koppen’s system is, however, not
sensitive enough to distinguish climatic dis-
tricts within New Zealand.

In 1931 Kidson published a map contain-
ing a subdivision of the country, using as an
index the annual variation of rainfall. This
map was modified in 1932 (see list of refer-
ences) and again in 1937, when it was pub-
lished as a map of climatic districts. Such
an index, however, does not appear to be a
satisfactory basis for representing the cli-
mate as a whole.

Two other systems of classfication, both
due to Thornthwaite and published in 1931
and 1948 respectively, have been applied to
New Zealand conditions in a number of
papers by Garnier, A revised map, based on
Thornthwaite’s 1931 system, was published
by Garnier in 1950; in his 1951 paper he
used Thornthwaite’s 1948 system. Both sys-
tems lead to a detailed and rather complex
subdivision of the country into climatic dis-
tricts using rainfall and temperature as the

basic elements; evaporation is also used but
1s calculated by means of a formula in which
the only weather element is temperature.
Generally speaking rainfall and temperature
are without question the most important cli-
matic elements but, in some areas, extreme
of windiness, sunshine, ete., may be of equal
importance in distinguishing climatic varia-
tions.

The accompanying map was prepared in
an attempt to take account of some addi-
tional weather elements wherever they were
considered to exert a major influence over
the temperature and rainfall contribution to
the climate. The aim was also to make it
self-explanatory by adding brief descriptive
notes regarding the main climatic character-
istics of each district.

It should not be inferred that the boun-
daries between adjacent climatic districts
necessarily represent a sharp climatic
change. In general there is only a gradual
transition of climate except where the bhoun-
daries coincide with same marked topogra-
phical feature,
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